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but merely in their capacity of domestic companion
and appendage to man. Furthermore, divorce has
already been made considerably more difficult and
the law prohibiting abortion deprives women of the
right to dispose of their own person. Finally, the
Soviet Constitution now guarantees the right of
inheritance.

It has been asserted that this right of inheritance
applies only to the means of consumption, and not
to the means of production, which alone would con-
stitute the real touchstone. This, however, is
incorrect. Deposits are constantly increasing in the
Soviet savings banks, and these banks pay seven per
cent, interest. According to every Marxist defini-
tion, this interest is unearned income, i.e. surplus
value, which goes not to the producers of this surplus
value but to others; in other words it is a form of
exploitation. Just as the shareholder in capitalist
countries is joint owner in a company's means of
production, so the Russian citizen who has put his
money in a State bank is joint owner of the means of
. production of the State. An Alexei Tolstoi earns
a million roubles a year ; one should bear in mind
what this yearly sum with accumulated interest is
likely to represent for his heirs as unearned income.

Since the decline of the factory councils, the
management of State production as well as the
distribution of its profits is in the hands of a- class